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       INTRODUCTION     

In 1964, a 19-year old student (Mr. Hasu P. Shah) arrived to the USA from India to pursue his dream 
to obtain a chemical engineering degree. As he was still learning English as a Second Language, he 
encountered many challenges in both the United States and at college – primarily so with complicated 
engineering courses. Hasu’s father financially supported his college tuition for the first year. The remaining 
tuition was paid for by Hasu himself as he took multiple part-time jobs while classes were active, and in the 
summer worked two full time jobs. He was able to complete his chemical engineering degree in just 3 years. 
Hasu P. Shah graduated with a B.S. in chemical engineering in 1967 from Tennessee Technical University. 

 
After graduation, Hasu was fortunate and driven enough to obtain an environmental engineer position with 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. At that time, environmental engineering was a new field of studies 
and there were no environmental engineers in practice yet. Hasu was promoted within this position every 
few years despite the fact that he was not a veteran in the engineering field. By 1984, Hasu had saved just 
enough money to purchase a 125-room hotel in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Hasu devoted all his free time, 
when he wasn’t working as an engineer, to fixing up the hotel property. His wife, Hersha, worked at the 
hotel during the day. This was the start of Hasu P. Shah’s career in the lodging/hospitality field – with a 
company name of “Hersha”. Within 15 years, this very same firm, Hersha, was listed as a public company 
with the American Stock Exchange (AMEX) as HT which even further propelled the company’s growth. 
 
Hasu P. Shah’s business achievements have been recognized many times – including within numerous articles in 
The Wall Street Journal, New York Times, and the Philadelphia Inquirer. Hasu was named Entrepreneur of the 
Year by Inc. Magazine and CEO of the Year in 2004 by HVS Global Hospitality Services. 
 
Aside from business, Mr. Shah’s true passion is philanthropy. As his success in business has continued, he 
has also very much remain committed to giving back to local, national, and global communities. In fact - 
Hasu and his wife, Hersha, were one of the first couples to join United Way of the Capital Region’s 
Million Dollar Roundtable Club (a commitment to contribute $1,000,000 over a 4-year period). 
 
Hasu truly defines what it means to be a living legacy. His dedication to improving the human condition, 
both locally and globally, is his abiding passion. He has woven his passion for community service within 
every facet of his life. 
 
In the wake following the Maharashtra, India earthquake in 1994, the Shah’s not only provided financial 
assistance, but personally spent 2 weeks volunteering their time within Latur, Maharashtra. They donated 
both time and money again following the 2001 earthquake in Northern Gujarat and the 2006 tsunami in 
Southern India. It’s important to note that the Shah’s not only raised funds to build/rebuild homes for 
homeless individuals, but also visited the areas themselves in order to volunteer their services. 
 
Clearly, Mr. Hasu P. Shah’s spirit of philanthropy and volunteerism has had a positive impact far beyond 
the borders of his local community. While achieving all of these accomplishments, Hasu has maintained 
his higher principles of Hinduism and raised his two sons, both who were born in the United States (Jay 
– 54 and Neil – 49). Both of Mr. Shah’s sons are married and each have a son and a daughter. Mr. Shah 
recently celebrated his 55th wedding anniversary with his wife, Hersha. 

EDUCATION    

 Tennessee Technical University, Bachelor of Science – Chemical Engineering 
 Pennsylvania State University, Master of Administration – Engineering 
 Harvard Business School – Owner and President’s Management Program 

 
 

Philanthropic Awards & 
Memberships 

Spiritual Awards & 
Memberships 

Entrepreneurial Awards & 
Memberships 
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PHILANTHROPY     

Mr. Shah embodies the notion that the secret to living is giving – and that, by serving something 
greater than yourself, you discover a deeper purpose and create more meaning in your life. Along with 
his incredible generosity as a philanthropist, he is also known for his humility and commitment to living 
modestly, showing that he has strong values and knows what it takes to create an extraordinary life. 

 PHILANTHROPIC AWARDS 

1. National United Way Tocqueville Society Award – 2010  
 United Way’s most esteemed honor 
 Past award recipients include former U.S. presidents Ronald Regan and Jimmy 

Carter, Bill Gates, and Bob Hope 
 Awarded at the French Ambassador’s residence 

2. Ellis Island Medal of Honor – National Ethnic Coalition of Organizations (NECO) – 2012  
 The highest honor that an immigrant in the United States can receive, for 

outstanding commitment to serving our nation. 

3. Alumni Fellow – Pennsylvania State University – 2002  

4. 2016 – became the 1st Million Dollar Roundtable donors of the United Way of the Capital Region 

5. Honorary Degree of Doctor of Humane Letter – Central Penn College – 2012 

6. Honorary Doctorate Degree of Public Service – Harrisburg Area Community College – 2010 

7. Central Penn Business Journal (CPBJ) Hall of Fame Award – 2011  
 Presented for lifetime achievements in both business and philanthropy 

8. Tocqueville Society Humanitarian Award – United Way of the Capital Region – 2007  
 Awarded for inspirational leadership and steadfast commitment to changing lives 

within the community. 
9. Excellence in Community Service Award – Harrisburg Rotary Club – 1996  

10. Selected as a member of Harrisburg’s 150 Living Legacies by SusqueCentennial – 2009  

PHILANTHROPIC MEMBERSHIPS 

     1. Susquehanna River Boat Society – Board Member 
o This organization cofounded the Harrisburg Riverboat in 1988. 

     2. Holy Spirit Hospital – Board Member – 2004 to 2006 

     3. Pennsylvania State University Capitol Campus (alma mater) – Board of Advisors – 1996 to 2005 

     4. The Foundation for Enhancing Communities (TFEC) – Board Member – 1996 to 2005 

     5. Rotary Club of Harrisburg – former Board Member, current Rotarian 

     6. Senior Community Employment Program – Board of Advisors – 1994 to 1999 

     7. Minority Purchasing Council of Central Pennsylvania – Board Member – 1988 to 1993 

     8. Served as a judge for Harrisburg Patriot News’ “Best & Brightest” Program 

     9. Served as a judge for National Level “Entrepreneur of the Year” Program – 1996 to 1997 

     10. Served as a judge for the “United Way of the Year” award – 2012 to 2013 

     11. Longtime supporter of Friendship Force International 
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SPIRITUAL     

Mr. Hasu Shah is a true spiritual entrepreneur who is driven by a desire to serve and uplift others while 
doing what brings him the greatest joy. In 1973, Hasu along with his friend, Rao Kona, cofounded the Hindu 
American Religious Institute (H.A.R.I.) and registered the non-profit organization with the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. Shortly thereafter, Rao Kona moved to Norristown, Pennsylvania for a job-related 
promotion. Hasu then created his own committee to oversee the construction and opening of the second 
oldest Hindu temple under the banner of Hindu American Religious Institute. The temple opened its doors 
in 1977, located in Fairview Township, Pennsylvania. The organization’s mission is to teach and promote 
Hindu culture and religion to preserve this rich heritage for present and future generations.  
 
Further, he has engaged with some of the most influential spiritual figures of our time – including Swamiji 
Chidanand Saraswati. Mr. Shah has served as the President of the India Heritage Research Foundation 
(IHRF), and was an integral part of the success of and completion of the very first Encyclopedia of 
Hinduism, composed of 11 volumes, in 2010. This endeavor required 18 years of work and over 1,000 
distinguished scholars to complete. The Encyclopedia’s launch took place in Rishikesh, India and was 
attended by saints, scholars, dignitaries, and devotees from across the world, even the Dalai Lama. 

  

SPIRITUAL MEMBERSHIPS 
1. Hindu American Religious Institute (H.A.R.I.) – founder, served as first President 

 Opened in 1975 as only the second Hindu community temple to be built in the United 
States. 
 
 

2. India Heritage Research Foundation (IHRF) – President  
(chairman:  Swamiji Chidanand Saraswati) 

 Contributor to the creation of the very first (11-volume)  
Encyclopedia of Hinduism – on average, there are 660 pages  
per each volume. 
 

3. Pushti Marg of North America – Chairman, President, Board Member 
 In 2001, they constructed a new $6.5M temple facility under  

Mr. Shah’s leadership. Currently, this temple is only the second  
Shreenathji Temple within the entire world (and the only one  
within the United States). The first Shreenathji Temple is located  
in the temple town of Shreenathdwara in Rajasthan, India. 

4. Sanskruti Foundation – Active Board Member since 1988 
(chairman: Pujya Bhaishri Shri Rameshbhai Oza) 

 During the time of the COVID-19 pandemic onset, the  
organization invested in and donated oxygen tanks/supplies to  
several area hospitals. They also dispersed 10 KG of food items  
to 5,000 needy families every month for 5 months. 
 
 

Swamiji Chidanand 
Saraswati 

Pujya Bhaishri Shri 
Rameshbhai Oza 
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SPIRITUAL MEMBERSHIPS (continued) 

5. Human Enrichment by Love and Peace (H.E.L.P.) – Vice President/ 
Board Member (chairwoman: Goswami Indira Betiji) 

 The Shah’s partnered with Goswami Indire Betiji to donate  
3,000 blankets to homeless individuals. Pujya Goswami highly 
emphasized Karma Bhumi – the belief that each person is  
responsible to support the area surrounding where they earn 
their livelihood. 
 

6. Satkarma Pariwar – Board Member (chairman: Pujyashree  
Bhupendrabhai Pandya) 

 Pujyashree Bhupendrabhai Pandya visits Hasu Shah’s home every 
year, for the past 22 years, and gives a lecture on one Geeta  
chapter per each week of his visit. 
 

7. Parikrama Spiritual Journey – under the guidance of guru, Pujya Krishna Shankar Shashtriji 
 Participated in a 42-day spiritual walk, which is estimated to be approximately 3500 

km in total, near Gokul/Mathura – where Krishna spent his childhood. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Attended Kumbh Mela at Prayagraj (Allahabad) – the highest gathering of people on 
pilgrimage in the entire world. 

 Attended 3 additional Mela activities  
as well. 

 

 

 

 

Goswami Indira 
Betiji 

Pujyashree 
Bhupendrabhai Pandya 

Hersha and Hasu during their Parikrama spiritual journey 

Hasu attending Kumbh Mela at Allahabad 
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     BUSINESS - HOTELIER     

Mr. Hasu P. Shah founded the Hersha Group of Companies  
with the purchase of a single hotel in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania in 1984. Over the last 40 years, he’s developed, 
owned, or managed 110+ hotels across the Eastern United States and led other businesses in general construction, 
purchasing/design, hotel management, & the operation of several assisting living facilities in Pennsylvania. Prior to 
founding Hersha Group, Mr. Shah previously worked as a chemist for the New Jersey State Police and as an 
environmental engineer for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

He has served as the Chairman of the Board of Trustees and a Trustee of Hersha Hospitality Trust since the 
Company’s inception in May 1998. Mr. Shah took Hersha Hospitality Trust, a Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT), 
public in 1999. Today, Hersha Hospitality Trust is a nationally recognized leader in the hospitality industry whose 
shares are traded on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) as HT. Hersha focuses on owning and operating high 
quality, urban and resort hotels. The Company follows a highly selective investment approach and creates 
operational advantage by leveraging rigorous and sustainable asset management practices. Additionally, Mr. Shah 
served as the Company’s Chief Executive Officer until his retirement in 2005. He is also a Senior Partner of the 
Hersha Group of Companies, based in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Mr. Hasu Shah began his career in lodging with 
the purchase of a single hotel in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania in 1984. His significant business achievements have 
been recognized in the Wall Street Journal, New York Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, Central Pennsylvania 
Business Journal, and front covers of many hospitality trade publications. 
 

BUSINESS - BANKER     

Mr. Shah served on the Board of Directors for Graystone Tower Bank (presently LINKBANK) from 2005 to 2012, a 
corporation which he also cofounded in 2005. At Graystone Tower Bank’s inception, only 1 branch location and 
$13 million in deposits existed. As of 12/31/2011, the Bank expanded to 49 branch locations and over $2.8 billion 
in deposited funds. Mr. Shah also cofounded Montour Bank in 1988 and served on their Board from 1988-1992. 

 
BUSINESS – HOTEL MANAGEMENT     

Hasu P. Shah also founded Hersha Hospitality Management (“HHM”), a company that provides turn-key 
management and branding expertise as a manager and investor of leading branded, lifestyle, and full 
service hotels. 
 
Today, HHM is an industry leader in hospitality with 235 hotels and over $1B in managed revenues. 

Strategic and calculated risks empowered HHM’s leaders to enter high barrier markets like New York City, 
Philadelphia, Boston, Washington, D.C., Miami, Los Angeles, and San Diego.  

 
Community, in its many forms, remains at the center of HHM's mission: creating an internal community for 
associates, giving back to the local communities in which hotels operate, and positively impacting communities 
thousands of miles away through EarthView and other outreach programs. 

 
Most recently, in July of 2022, HHM acquired Urgo Hotels & Resorts and their 51 hotels located within North 
America. This transaction marked HHM’s first international foray with its expansion into Canada.  

 
BUSINESS – ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES 

Hasu P. Shah, during the interim of 1989 to 2003, owned and ran 3 assisted living facilities (Parkside, Colonial 
Lodge, and the Twin Spruce Assisted Living Center), comprised of 400 beds collectively.     

 
BUSINESS - CONSTRUCTION     

In 1996, Hasu and his fellow Hersha business partners established a private construction business to gain tighter 
control over new building projects in the newly formed Hersha Construction Company – which later  
became Hersha Development Corporation (“HDC”). One of Hersha Development Corporation’s first projects was 
adding office facilities to a Holiday Inn Hasu and the partners purchased in New Cumberland,  
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Pennsylvania. Hasu decided to have Hersha Development Corporation turn a portion of this newly 
acquired hotel into their first corporate headquarters. Hersha Development Corporation developed over 
30 hotels from the ground up, including 2 full service Hyatt Hotels in Manhattan, New York. Hersha 
Development’s developers also possess unique experience with other large-scale projects. Outside of the 
hospitality industry, the developers have designed, managed, and built mixed-use and commercial 
properties, including but not limited to: bank offices, corporate offices, apartment properties, industrial 
warehouses, and assisted living facilities. 

 
BUSINESS – SUPPLY MANAGEMENT/INTERIOR DESIGN 

In the mid-1990s, Hasu and his fellow Hersha partners founded Hersha Hotel Supply – which later 
became Hersha Purchasing & Design (“HPD”). This company not only serves Hersha’s hotels, but also 
provides services and design consultation to a wide array of hotel ownership groups and private owners. 
Hersha Purchasing & Design currently oversees over $55 million per year in purchasing. Approximately 
75% of its work is currently done outside of Hersha, and that ratio continues to grow. 
 
 

BUSINESS AWARDS 
1. Named as a “Top Hotel Industry Icon” by the National Real Estate Forum – 2013  

 A tremendous honor is conferred to titans of the hotel industry, whose innovative 
decisions have created jobs and wealth here in the USA & in major markets worldwide. 

2. Named “Top-Performing CEO” of the year by Hospitality Valuation Services (HVS) – 2004  
 This award is offered to the CEO who offers the best value to shareholders based on a 

Pay-for-Performance model designed by HVS Executive Search. 
3. CEO of the Year – Best Return to Shareholders amongst public hospitality companies – 2005  

 Awarded at the United Nation’s headquarters in New York City. 
4. Entrepreneur of the Year – Ernst and Young – 1995  

 This is the most prestigious honor for entrepreneurs, and is granted in recognition of 
the individual's exceptional entrepreneurial achievements. 

5. Multi-Brand Developer of the Year – Hilton Corporation – 2001  
6. Outstanding Minority Business Entrepreneur – Regional Minority Purchasing Council of 
Central Pennsylvania University – 1992  

 This achievement was created in an effort to recognize outstanding performance of 
minority business enterprises (MBEs) and their contributions to the economy as a whole. 

BUSINESS MEMBERSHIPS 
1. Capital Region Chamber of Commerce – Board of Directors – 1995 to 2000 

2. Governor’s Energy and Environment Transition Committee 
 Developed comprehensive environmental policies to cut costs & efficiently conduct business. 

3. Governor’s Advisory Commission on Asian American Affairs – 2010  
 Worked to ensure the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is receptive to the issues and 

concerns of its Asian American citizens. 

4. Asian American Business and Professional Association – Board Member – 1992 to 1994 
 Promoted the interaction of Asian businessmen with mainstream American organizations.  
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Media    

Mr. Shah’s achievements and contributions to society have been recognized in the Wall Street Journal, New 
York Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, Central Pennsylvania Business Journal, and front covers of many 
hospitality trade publications.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wall Street Journal – May 12, 1997 
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Real Estate Forum – January 2013 
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Lodging Hospitality [Cover Story] – February 2001 
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20160326_wesat_he

re_to_stay_how_indian-born_innkeepers_revolutionized_americas_motels.mp3 

 

 

 

 

 

Gujarati Magazine Chitralakha – Fall 2014 

NYSE – January 2015 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnVPqm6eabA 

 

Hasu Shah talks 

about buying first hotel.mp4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NPR (National Public Radio)  – March 2016 

BuildingNY:NYStories -The Life of Hasu P. Shah with 
Michael Stoler – December 2012 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KnVPqm6eabA
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Central PA Magazine – August 2013 
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 https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/corporate-responsibility-with-hasu-shah/id1590170047?i=1000542332580 

Corporate 

Responsibility with Hasu Shah.mp3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  https://www.witf.org/2013/05/28/beyond_the_bio_hasu_shah/ 

BTB1305ShahME.m

p3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WITF 
Pennsylvania Podcast – May 2013 
“Beyond the Bio: Hasu Shah” 

PNC C-Speak: The Language of Executives 
Central PA Podcast – November 2021 
“Corporate Responsibility with Hasu Shah” 

Hasu P. Shah 

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/corporate-responsibility-with-hasu-shah/id1590170047?i=1000542332580
https://www.witf.org/2013/05/28/beyond_the_bio_hasu_shah/
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The Patriot News – December 2010 
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United Way Worldwide – National Tocqueville Society 

Award - 2010 
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United Way Mr. 

Shah.wmv
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United Way of the Capital Region – Tocqueville Society 

Humanitarian Award - 2007 
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HVS Executive Search – Lodging Industry’s Top 

Performing CEO of 2004 
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Michigan State University – Industry Leaders of the Year 2013 
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CPBJ Hall of Fame 

Video 11-7-11 (1).mp4
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central Penn Business Journal (CPBJ) Hall of Fame 

Induction - 2011 
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Appointed to Governor Corbett’s Energy & Environment 

Committee - 2010 
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Appointed to Governor Corbett’s Advisory Commission 

on Asian American Affairs - 2014 
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The Patriot News - 2007 
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Forbes Asia – June, 2006 
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Hotel Business [Cover Story] – March, 1999 
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Hotel Business [Cover Story] – November, 2007 
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https://americas.uli.org/videos/uli-next-global-visionary-video-series-hasu-p-shah-short/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Patriot News – December 2010 

ULI NEXT Global Visionary Leaders Series – December 2010 

https://americas.uli.org/videos/uli-next-global-visionary-video-series-hasu-p-shah-short/
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Diwali at The White House with (former) Vice President 

and current President Joe Biden – 2010 

 

Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage Celebration at The 

White House with (former) President Barack Obama - 2011 
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Mr. Hasu P. Shah has achieved many bestowments - both personally and professionally - but the Shree Krishna 
Foundation, and its widespread impact, is certainly one of his dearest and greatest achievements. 

 
 

 

 

 

The Shree Krishna Foundation "SKF" (whose legal name is the Hersha H. and Hasu P. Shah Family Foundation) was 
founded in early 2005. The founders of the non-profit charitable trust are Hersha H. Shah and Hasu P. Shah.  
 

   One of the non-profit’s primary goals is to facilitate 
the sponsorship of 1 million cataract surgeries for  
needy individuals in India and around the World. As of 
June 30, 2022, SKF has partnered with Sankara Eye 
Foundation, RNC Free Eye Hospital, and Shree Jalaram 
Arogya Seva Trust to support over 330,000 successful 
cataract surgeries (with the donation amount of $2.3M) 
throughout India for adults and children who, sadly, 
would have otherwise endured a lifetime of preventable 
blindness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant Contributions 

The Shree Krishna Foundation “SKF” 

A charitable trust supporting the medical, educational, and scientific needs for 
the impoverished in India & around the World. 

 

An operating room at RNC Free Eye Hospital in Valsad, 
India – an internationally-renowned eye institute that 
provides all eye care facilities at no cost. SKF partners 
with RNC to sponsor a portion of each and every 
surgery performed. 

Sankara Eye Foundation India – a medical trust based in Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, India. Since 2018, SKF 
has partnered with Sankara Eye Foundation to sponsor a portion of each and every surgery 
performed. 
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In 2005, Hasu P. and Hersha H. Shah sponsored the 
construction of a hospital in Gujarat, India to benefit the 
disadvantaged who do not have access to quality health care. 
The hospital is appropriately entitled the Shrimati Harshaben 
Hasubhai P. Shah & Family (USA) Samarpit. To natives, the 
hospital is also commonly known as the Shree Vallabhacharya 
Mahaprabhuji Hospital. Since the hospital's inception, the 
Shah’s have continued to support the institution as they 
develop into a full-service, dynamic health care facility.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
         

         Most recently, the Shah’s provided a grant to the hospital which 
allowed them to open an ICU and Dialysis unit in 2015. The ICU is equipped with 6 beds, the latest medical 
technology, and well-trained staff. The Dialysis center consists of 5 beds in a state of the art facility. All services at this 
hospital are provided to patients at a rate which is customized specifically to them, based on their income/financial 
state and what they can afford. Other departments within the hospital include, but are not limited to: orthopedics, 
ENT, pediatrics, dental, gynecological, health counselling, radiology, vision, pathology, and dermatology.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shrimati Harshaben Hasubhai P. Shah & Family 
(USA) Samarpit Hospital 

Also known as the Shree Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji Hospital 
Gujarat, India 
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Hasu Shah along with his wife, Hersha, have supported higher education all of their lives. They’ve 

made sure to instill this notion into their children, as well as their employees. They truly recognize, and 
value, the importance education can play in one’s life. In honor of their support of lifelong learning and 
education, the couple has set up various scholarship opportunities at educational institutions located where 
they reside, in Central Pennsylvania, as well as other national institutions. 

The Hersha Center – School of Hotel Administration at the SC Johnson College of Cornell University 
Ithaca, New York 
The World’s Premier Hospitality School      https://sha.cornell.edu/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On September 21, 2017, Cornell  

University’s School of Hotel 

Administration named the Experiential  

Learning Space, in honor of Hersha H. & 

Hasu P. Shah. To mark this memorable  

occasion, Dean Kate Walsh hosted an official  

ribbon cutting ceremony & reception to  

commemorate the naming of The Hersha  

Center. 

Educational Outreach 

https://sha.cornell.edu/


 

37 | Page 
 

          HASU P. SHAH – philanthropist | spiritualist | entrepreneur 

 

 

The Hersha H. and Hasu P. Shah Program of Hospitality and Lodging Management 
Harrisburg Area Community College (“HACC”) 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
www.HACC.edu  
 
In 2004, the Shah’s contributed $75,000 to the HACC Foundation to provide funding for the hotel, restaurant and 
institutional management program at HACC. As a result, the Hersha H. and Hasu P. Shah School of Hospitality and 
Tourism Management was established.  
 
The program includes scholarship funds, internship opportunities, and an award bestowed annually to the top 
student graduating from the program. This scholarship was created in 2005 and has since awarded a scholarship to a 
deserving hospitality student each year since. Annually, $500 is awarded to each recipient. Student criteria includes: 
-a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0; -enrollment in HACC's Hospitality & Tourism Management Program; and -
demonstrating financial need. The award is preferentially given to students who are also parents. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Shah was also conferred with an Honorary Doctorate of Public Service (D.P.S.) by HACC in May of 2010. The 
honorary doctorate is conferred upon individuals who have made significant cultural and humanitarian services 
to the community and is a significant leader in business, industry, public service, and/or community affairs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hacc.edu/
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Penn State Capital College 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 
https://harrisburg.psu.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/hersha-h-and-hasu-p-shah-endowed-scholarship-women-
school-business-administration 
 
The Hersha H. and Hasu P. Shah Endowed Scholarship for Women in the School of Business Administration was 

created to provide recognition and financial assistance to outstanding female graduate students. 

Mr. Shah’s commitment to the college was formally recognized in 2002 when he was named an Alumni Fellow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://harrisburg.psu.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/hersha-h-and-hasu-p-shah-endowed-scholarship-women-school-business-administration
https://harrisburg.psu.edu/financial-aid/scholarships/hersha-h-and-hasu-p-shah-endowed-scholarship-women-school-business-administration
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Central Penn College 
Enola, Pennsylvania 
http://www.centralpenn.edu/foundation  
 
The Hersha H. and Hasu P. Shah Endowed Scholarship was created in 2011 and has since awarded a scholarship to 

a deserving hospitality student at Central Penn College every Fall & Spring semester since. 

Mr. Shah also delivered the commencement address at Central Penn College’s 130th commencement ceremony in 

2012. During this ceremony, he was conferred with an Honorary Doctorate Degree. The honorary doctorate is 

conferred upon individuals whose intellectual, spiritual, and cultural values have contributed significantly to 

society and the community at large. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.centralpenn.edu/foundation
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India Heritage Research Foundation (“IHRF”) is an international, non-profit, humanitarian foundation founded and 

chaired by one of India's most revered saints, H.H Pujya Swami Chidanand Saraswatij. 

Hasu P. Shah co-founded this organization and has also served as President of IHRF until the present. He was an 

integral part of the success of and completion of the very first Encyclopedia of Hinduism, composed of 11 volumes, 

in 2010. This endeavor required 18 years of work and over 1,000 distinguished scholars to complete. The 

Encyclopedia’s launch took place in Rishikesh, India and was attended by saints, scholars, dignitaries, and devotees 

from across the world, even the Dalai Lama. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India Heritage Research Foundation “IHRF” 
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In 2012, Mr. Shah was conferred with the Ellis Island Medal of Honor, the highest honor that an immigrant in the 

United States can receive, for outstanding commitment to serving our nation while simultaneously continuing to 

preserve the richness of his Asian American heritage. With this award, Mr. Shah joins an elite list of recipients – 

including former Presidents George W. Bush, Ronald Reagan, Jimmy Carter, and Bill Clinton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ellis Island Medal of Honor - 2012 
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Hasu P. Shah took Hersha Hospitality Trust, a REIT, public in 1999. Since its IPO, Hersha Hospitality Trust has 

offered its shareholders the highest total return of any lodging REIT in the United States in the first twenty years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hersha Hospitality Trust (NYSE:HT) goes Public - 1999 



 

46 | Page 
 

          HASU P. SHAH – philanthropist | spiritualist | entrepreneur 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In the early 1970s two naïve (yet driven) young men (one being Hasu P. Shah) dreamed of building a Hindu 

place of worship in Central Pennsylvania. This perpetuated the creation of Hindu American Religious Institute 
(H.A.R.I.), which Mr. Shah served as cofounder, first President, and a former longstanding Board Member. The first 
temple was located within Hasu’s basement. After an innovative fundraising campaign, the founders purchased an 
old church and renovated it, finally allowing the building to be complete and H.A.R.I Temple was able to officially 
open its doors to the community on April 12, 1977. H.A.R.I. provides a Hindu place of worship – but also focuses 
on teaching/promoting the Hindu culture and religion to preserve this rich heritage for present and future 
generations. H.A.R.I. temple is the 2nd oldest traditional Hindu temple within the entire United States! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hindu American Religious Institute  
(HARI) Temple - New Cumberland, PA 
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The Vraj Hindu Temple, a new $6.5M facility, was constructed in 2001    
under the leadership of Pushti Marg of North America. Mr. Shah served as 
Pushti Marg of North America’s chairman, President, and a longstanding 
Board Member from 1991-2008.  

 

Vraj was founded by Golokvasi Shri Govindkaka Shah and Vraj Paramarshak 
Shri Pramodbhai Amin along with Mr. Hasu Shah and a dedicated group of 
Vaishnavs who had a dream of building a ShriNathji Haveli at Vraj in 
Pennsylvania in 1988 and today Vraj has over 350 trustees and over 1,000 
members of the Vraj Family that is growing and financially and morally 
supports several ongoing religious, spiritual, educational, social, cultural and 
humanitarian activities. 
 
 

 

 

 

     
 
     Nearly 35 years ago, Hasu P. Shah cofounded the Harrisburg 
     Riverboat Society and The Pride of the Susquehanna for the 
     benefit of visitors and residents of the Harrisburg area. The 
     Pride of the Susquehanna is an authentic stern paddlewheel 
     riverboat which offers a variety of cruises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VRAJ Temple – Schuylkill Haven, PA 

Harrisburg Riverboat Society/The Pride of the 
Susquehanna 

The Shah’s hosted dinner, at their home, for Governor 
Tom Wolf & First Lady Frances Wolf – April, 2017 
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Mr. Hasu Shah has been an active Rotarian, of the Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, district for more than 25 years. He was also 
instrumental in establishing a relationship with the Rotary Club of 
Bombay (now known as Mumbai).  

 
Additionally, while serving in the Rotary Club, they partnered 
with African countries – with an emphasis in Ethiopia –  
to promote the Jaipur Limb project – an initiative named  
“Rotary Jaipur Limb”. Its principal activity is the raising of  
funds in order to finance limb camps and limb centers in  
Africa. Hasu P. Shah personally raised $30,000 to contribute 
to this initiative, and as a result, 250 polio-ridden children  
were given the gift of limb replacement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of Rotary’s longest standing and most significant  
efforts has been the eradication of polio. Hasu P. Shah  
aided in sponsoring polio surgery camps and also 
spent countless hours volunteering on these missions  
in order to immunize children and protect them  
from this paralyzing disease.  
Just two drops can prevent children from acquiring a  
deadly disease! 
 
Hasu P. and Hersha H. Shah personally travelled to Ethiopia, with 10 other Harrisburg Rotarians, to visit Addis 
Ababa to attend to the last remaining group of children left in the World without access to the polio vaccine.  
 

 
 

Rotary Club 



 

49 | Page 
 

          HASU P. SHAH – philanthropist | spiritualist | entrepreneur 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Fed Thanksgiving dinner to 650 homeless individuals while U.S. Congressmen played piano. 
Owners dressed in proper serving outfit and prepared/served dinners – including 45 turkeys.  
 

2. Collaborated with Pujya Indira Betiji to  
donate and personally hand-deliver  
3,000 blankets to homeless individuals  
within the city streets of NYC & New Jersey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     1.  Attended Allahabad – Kumbh Mela (as well as 3  
    additional Melas). 

        

2. Participated in Parikrama, a 42-day spiritual walk near 
Gokul/Mathura – where Krishna spent his childhood. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Service 

Spiritual Service 

Hersha and Hasu during their Parikrama spiritual journey 

Hasu attending Kumbh Mela at Allahabad 
 

Hersha Shah &  
Goswami Indira Betiji 
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Hasu and Hersha’s sons, Jay H. and Neil H. Shah, began a journey 

with Tom Hostage, of Bespoke History, to honor their parents’ 

incredible story. The 230-page story takes readers for a beautiful 

ride, translating across language, culture and faith using the 

universal vernacular of the human condition. The texture and 

nuance of the Shah family is captured in compelling prose and 

masterful storytelling. 

 

 

Shah Family Legacy Book Project 




